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useful plants and animals cannot grow in the British Isles has played an
important part. The search for valuable products such as tea, spices, and
silk, as well as gold, led to Britain's first expansion to India and America.
In later times, when manufacturing became important, the fact that
Britain cannot produce either food or raw materials in sufficient quantity
and variety impelled the British still further to expand their empire. The
jute and hides of India are far more valuable than all her spices, silk, tea,
and precious metals. So, too, the wool and meat of Australia; the wheat,
wood, bacon, cheese, and paper of Canada; the cotton of Egypt; the
rubber of Ceylon; and the wool of South Africa are the kind of products
that make her colonies worth while to Britain. Nevertheless, many
thoughtful people doubt whether the possession of all these colonies has
really increased the prosperity and happiness of Great Britain. They
point to the Scandinavian countries and Switzerland as countries where
overseas possessions have had little or no influence, but which rival Great
Britain in general comfort, and have not been subjected to the strain of
terrible wars.

The Expansion of the United States

Because the United States is a region of high energy and vast resources,
and is inhabited by a strong race, the process of expansion has gone on
rapidly. We bought Louisiana and Alaska partly because they are located
nearer to us than to any other strong power. Hence they were worth more
to us than to France or Russia, their previous owners. Two other
geographical conditions also entered into the matter, namely, the fact
that Louisiana guards the mouth of our greatest waterway, while Alaska
is rich in fish and fur/ In Texas, Arizona, California, Washington, and
Hawaii, location was also a primary factor in causing the expansion of
the United States. In Texas, not only the nearness of the region to the
rapidly growing eastern parts of the United States, but also the form of
the land and the nature of the climate were important. The great plain,
continuous with that of Louisiana, invited settlers, while the fitness of
the climate and vegetation for cattle raising was a strong attraction. Other
parts of the southwest fell into our hands largely because much of them
was desert, and the parts that were not desert were so far from Mexico
that few Mexicans lived there and misgovernment was rampant. Hence,
in spite of much talk, there was little organized opposition in Mexico
when they were ceded to this country. Although the whole transaction
was to the advantage of Texas and the United States, it was not strictly
just. It illustrates the way in which the demands of the energetic people
of cyclonic regions are forced upon the weak people of the tropics and the
Orient. It must also be remembered that, by reason of its own natural